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| want for my child and for every child of God the right to lift 
his eyes and to say within himself, ‘There is a place for me in 
America, in South Carolina if | choose. There is work for my 
hands and brain. There is happiness and achievement waiting 
for me if | am true to the best that is within me.” | do not want 
the color of his skin to kill that dream or a lack of educational 
opportunity to place chains upon his spirit more terrible than 
the iron chains that shackled the limbs of his forebears. § The 
social customs of a people, their taboos, the thought patterns 
of generations cannot be changed overnight. First the idea of 
desegregation must be accepted, then practical steps taken that 
will lead to the desired result. . . . § It has been pointed out that 
if we accept desegregated schools we shall be moving toward 
interracial marriage. In our present setup do we feel that send- 
ing our children to public schools dooms them to marriages with 
partners of different backgrounds, different ideals, different 
ideas of cleanliness and antagonistic religious concepts? They 
study and play with just such children in our segregated schools. 
Why should our standards or theirs be changed or nullified 
because to all the other differences in their schoolmates there 
be added one of color? 


—CLAUDIA THOMAS SANDERS in South Carolinians Speak, A 
Moderate Approach to Race Relations, just published (see page 15). 











Letters to the Editors 





Southern School Problem Needs Women’s Aid 





Election Opportunity, Nov. 5 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


Please let me thank you for publishing 
in your Sept. 23 issue Mrs. Vernon Craw- 
ford’s and Mrs. Roger Boyle’s sensitive 
reactions to the sadness of our times. 
Both articles found an instant and com- 
plete response in my heart. 


I find as I move about that I am only 
one of many persons who are distressed 
that they have been able to help so little 
in stemming the tides of racial antago- 
nism that seem to rise. We do not accept 
any of this antagonism as necessary. 
Those of moderate opinion in Virginia 
who desire to resist demagoguery must be 
thankful that the November 5 election 
gives them a chance to register quietly 
and effectively their conviction that mas- 
sive resistance is not the answer to the 
problems posed by the Supreme Court 
when it stated that separation in schools 
for race alone denies the fundamental 
American concept of the right of every 
individual to personal dignity and achieve- 
ment. 


For many years women as a political 
minority have been struggling to promote 
their own claim to such privilege. Wher- 
ever they let freedom die, it dies also for 
them. Women have been important in the 
inception and in the development of the 
public school system. They cannot let it 
fail now. Women have been among the 
staunchest supporters of the logic of its 
standard attendance laws. They cannot 
permit confusion to take its place. Women 
are important always wherever adjust- 
ments must be made at any level of life. 
Women cannot afford to falter now. This 
is an hour of destiny. 


This is the time, it seems to me, when 
women, particularly, and church women 
most particularly, will desire to stand up 
and be counted as facing facts as they 
are in 1957 and as being determined and 
willing to make whatever compromises 
with their own personal pleasure and 
convenience are now necessary to be made 
in order that the laws of the land may be 
obeyed. 


The Southern tradition would seem to 
stand or fall not on any specific single 
action so much as on the intangible spirit 
of grace and courage. It is well to remind 
ourselves that the church has always 
taught, because it expounds the way of 
Christ, that ‘‘what we keep we lose; only 
what we give remains our own.” 

NATALIE (Mrs. Wyndham) BLAnTon. 
Richmond, Va. 


Prayers for Little Rock 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


A Southern Presbyterian minister in 
Little Rock, writing this week says, “‘Con- 
tinue to pray for us here. We are really 
on the firing line.” 

Certainly our whole church should 
thank God for the clear and brave testi- 
mony that Presbyterian ministers of Little 
Rock have made during this crisis. They 
have given guidance not only to their 
own congregations but to all] the Chris- 
tian people of the city, and their influence 
is being felt far beyond the local situation. 

When on October 12 eighty-four church- 
es in Little Rock simultaneously observed 


a prayer hour, each minister with his own 
congregation, three Presbyterian churches 
added an “Act of New Dedication” that 
was prophetic and inspiring. Let us hope 
that the spirit of the Little Rock prayer 
hour and of this “new dedication” may be 
extended throughout 'the churches of our 
General Assembly, and that Presbyterian 
ministers and laymen may give moral 
leadership in all the South as they are 
doing today at Little Rock. 
FRANK W. PRICE. 

New York, N. Y. 


*AN ACT OF DEDICATION 


Firmly believing in the power of God to 
bring order out of chaos and lead us to 
a just and orderly solution of our prob- 
lems, to the good of all and to the detri- 
ment of none, I hereby pledge myself 
anew— 

1. To the basic principles of our Ameri- 
can Democracy, guaranteeing “liberty and 
justice for all.” 

2. To the principle of obedience to the 
nation’s law. 

3. To the maintaining of my views and 
convictions by lawful and constitutional 
means, steadfastly refusing to take part 
in mob action or violence of any kind. 

4. To refrain from boycotts or intimida- 
tion, or slander or evil-speaking against 
any who may differ from me on matter 
of public interest. 

5. To refrain from joining any group 
whose purpose is to defy the nation’s law. 

6. To commit myself anew to the way of 
Christian love and highly resolve that I 
will carry no opinion to the point of dis- 
rupting the Christian fellowship. 

With God’s help, these Christian prin- 
ciples I will endeavor to maintain. 


vcs Help for Scotland 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


Last summer the Vacation Church 
School program was introduced in two 
churches in Edinburgh, Scotland. Our 
own Board of Christian Education sup- 
plied most of the materials, and a last- 
minute appeal in this column brought ad- 
ditional helps that had become out of 
print, a big trunkload in all. A one-week 
school, with about thirty workers, was 
held in each church, with an attendance 
of 139 and 160 respectively. (We had 
guessed 300 in all—pretty close!) Chil- 
dren, workers and churches were enthu- 
siastic, and will no doubt repeat next year, 
and it is hoped that several other churches 
will also make a beginning. 

As this is a new venture in Scotland, 
it would be a tremendous encouragement 
if teaching materials could be provided 
for another summer. Many churches will 
have leftover 1957 VCS materials on 
hand. Here are the needed texts: 

Kindergarten: Friends Far and Near 
(Purvis)—Teacher’s & Pupil’s Books; 

Primary: Love One Another (McDowell) 
—Teacher’s Text & Pupil’s Packet; 

Junior: Living and Working Together 
as Christians (Kelsey)—Teacher’s & Pu- 
pil’s Books. 

In addition to these, pictures in color, 
small or large, such as are used in Sun- 
day school are especially appreciated. If 


these are sent to the address below, they 
will be reshipped to Edinburgh and the 
Scottish Sunday School Union will see 
that they are put to good use in the land 
of John Knox and the Covenanters. The 
deadline igs December 15, but please do 
not wait until the last day. And many 
thanks for the hearty response last May! 
HucH C. HAMILTON. 
35 E. Preston, Orlando, Florida. 


| PRESBYTERIAN CALENDAR 


And Related Events 








NOTE—U:S. refers to the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. (Southern); USA, to the 
Presbyterian Church, USA; NCC to the 
National Council of Churches; WCC to 
the World Council of Churches. 


NOVEMBER 

Bible Book-of-the-Month (USA), /, 2 Thes- 
salonians. 

Hymn-of-the Month (U. S.), Now thank 
we all our God, Hymnbook 9. 

Nov. 1, All Saints’ Day; World Commu- 
nity Day. 

Nov. 1-30, Religion 
(RIAL) Month. 
Nov. 3, Freedom of the Press Sunday 
(Council of Liberal Churches). 
Nov. 3-10, Presbyterian Survey 

(U.S.). 

Nov. 5, Election Day. 

Nov. 10, Stewardship Day; Every Member 
Canvass Day. 

Nov. 11, Veterans’ Day. 

Nov. 20, North America Committee, World 
Council of Christian Education, New 
York. 

Nov. 24, National Missions Day (USA); 
Thanksgiving Sunday; Homes (U. S.). 

Nov. 24-26, National Convention, Religious 
Education Association, Chicago. 

Nov. 28, Thanksgiving Day. 

Nov. 28-Dec. 25, World-Wide Bible Read- 
ing season. 

Nov. 27, Secretaries of Evangelism, Joint 
Dept. of Evangelism, NCC, New York. 
Nov. 30, General Board, NCC, St. Louis, 

Mo. 

Nov. 30-Dec. 1, Annual Assembly, Division 

of Foreign Missions, NCC, St. Louis. 


DECEMBER 
Bible Book-of-the-Month (USA), 1, 2 Tim- 
othy. 
Hymn-of-the-Month (U. S.) Hark, the her- 
ald angels sing, Hymnbook 163. 
Dec. 1, Advent Sunday; Evangelism Sun- 
day (U. S.). 
Dec. 1-6, Triennial 
NCC, St. Louis. 
Dec. 2-4, Annual Assemblies, Divisions of 
Christian Education, Christian Life and 
Work, Home Missions, NCC, St. Louis. 

Dec. 6, General Board, NCC, St. Louis. 

Dec. 8, Universal Bible Sunday. 

Dec. 22, Joy Gift for Ministerial Relief 
(U.S.). 

Dec. 25, Christmas Day. 

Dec. 28-31, Quadrennial Youth Convention, 
Lexington, Ky. (U.S.). 

Dec. 29, Student Homecoming Sunday, 
Celtic Cross Fellowship Sunday (USA); 
Christian Student Sunday (U. S.). 


Dec. 31, Watch Night Services. 


in American Life 


Week 


General Assembly, 
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NEWS ROUND-UP | 


Three out of every four federal tax 
dollars go for military purposes and to 
pay the cost of past wars, according to 
an analysis made by the American 
Friends Service Committee. .. . The U. S. 
Supreme Court has agreed to rule on the 
constitutionality of a California law re- 
quiring churches to sign a loyalty oath as 
a condition for continued exemption 
from real estate taxes. . . . The Dallas 
(Texas) Council of Churches has issued 
a plea for “unbiased and prayerful con- 
sideration of the problems involved” in 
school integration. . . . Hungarian Re- 
formed Church leaders have sent a letter 
to the World Council of Churches accus- 
ing it of “unwarranted interference” in 
the internal affairs of Hungary. A WCC 
letter has expressed the hope that the 
problems of the church would be solved 
in such a manner that “‘its leaders will 
have the full confidence of the congrega- 
tions.” .. . John G. Ramsay, an official 
of the United Steelworkers Union and 
the AFL-CIO, has been named Layman 
of the Year by the National Capital 
Council of Churches in Washington, D.C. 
Mr. Ramsay is a deacon in the National 
Presbyterian Church. . . . The Methodist 
Board of Temperance charges that “the 
most intensive barrage of liquor adver- 
tising and propaganda in the history of 
Christmas will start to bombard the 
American public after November 1.”.. . 
Handel’s “The Messiah” will be pre- 
sented by churches in 75 areas of south- 
ern California, Arizona and Nevada on 
Dec. 8. This 11th annual massed per- 
formance is sponsored by the Music Com- 
mission of the Southern California Coun- 
cil of Churches and the Los Angeles 
Church Federation. . . . An official of 
the Mississippi Baptist Convention said 
an invitation for Rep. Brooks Hays 
(D-Ark.) to address its annual meeting 
in Jackson in November will not be with- 
drawn, as requested by a Utica, Miss., 
congregation. The Congregation voted 
for this step, saying Mr. Hays had 
“proven himself to be an avowed inte- 
grationist” because of the part he played 
in seeking a solution to the Little Rock 
integregation crisis. Mr. Hays is presi- 
dent of the Southern Baptist Convention. 
.. . A commemorative three-cent stamp 
on the theme of religious freedom will be 
issued at Flushing, N. Y., Dec. 27—the 
300th anniversary of the Flushing Rem- 
onstrance, believed to be the first dec- 
laration of religious liberty by ordinary 
citizens in American history. 








Contacts Are Urged with 
lron Curtain Churches 


PASADENA, CALIF. (RNS)—Eugene 
Carson Blake of Philadelphia called here 
for a program to encourage churches in 
iron curtain countries because they con- 
stitute “the biggest crack in the totali- 
tarianism of Communism.” 

The president of the National Council 
of Churches urged more contacts between 
Christian leaders of the West with 
churchmen in Communist-ruled areas. 

“Our policy should be to encourage in 
every way possible these churches to 
widen that crack,” he told a Tuesday 
Evening Forum audience at Pasadena 
City College. 

“Every encouragement should be given 
to religious leaders to make all possible 
contacts with the leaders and congrega- 
tions in Communist countries.” 

Dr. Blake said it was a “ridiculous 
assumption that when a Christian talks 
to a Communist it is the Communist who 
will convert the Christian, rather than 
vice versa.”’ This notion, he added, “has 
been a handicap in fostering such con- 
versations and visits.” 

Christians worshipping every Sunday 
together in Russia, Latvia, Estonia, Ro- 
mania, Hungary, Poland and Czecho- 
slovakia, he said, “have more in common 
with Christians here than they have with 
their Communist governments.” 

Dr. Blake said Christians in the West 
must remember that the Christians out- 
number the Communists behind the iron 
curtain. 

“The only long-run hope in the world 
today,” he said, ‘depends upon the grad- 
ual adjustment the East and the West 
must make to avoid mutual annihila- 
tion.” 


Church’s World Mission 


Manikam Sees 


The French and Russian revolutions 
are dwarfed in comparison with the 
changes taking place in Asia and Africa 
today, according to Bishop Rajah Bhu- 
shanam Manikam at the inaugural serv- 
ice at Union Theological Seminary, New 
York, at which he was installed as this 
year’s Harry Emerson Fosdick Visiting 
Professor. 

Speaking on “The New Era in the 
World Mission of the Church,” Dr. 
Manikam, who is the first Indian to be 
consecrated bishop of Tranquebar of the 


Million-Dollar Gift 
Is Made by Straus 


New York (rNsS)—A gift of $1,000,- 
000 to the Roger Williams Straus Me- 
morial Foundation, Inc., to promote the 
aims of the National Conference of 
Christians and Jews and the World 
Brotherhood organization was announced 
here. 

The gift was made by Mrs. Roger W. 
Straus of New York as a memorial to 
her husband, who died last July. He 
served continuously as the Jewish co- 
chairman of the National Conference 
since its founding in 1928. Mr. Straus 
had retired in April as chairman of the 
board of the American Smelting and Re- 
fining Company. 

Mrs. Straus said the purpose of the gift 
was to promote religious liberty, build 
understanding and civic cooperation 
among the world’s great religions, foster 
research into the roots of prejudice and 
further peace and brotherhood among the 
nations of the world. 

Everett R. Clinchy, president of the 
NCCJ, hailed the gift as the largest 
donation for such purposes by and indi- 
vidual in the National Conference’s 29- 
year-history. He recalled that in 1951 
the organization received a million dol- 
lars from the Ford Motor Company Fund 
to purchase its present national head- 
quarters, the Building for Brotherhood 
here. 





The National Council head, who is 
stated clerk of the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.A., led a deputation of American 
Protestant leaders on a ten-day visit to 
Russia in March, 1956. In June, 1956, 
a delegation of Russian churchmen vis- 
ited the United States. 


Vast Changes 


Tamil Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
India, went on to say: 


“Never before have so many millions of 
people taken part in such a rapid and 
radical social upheaval. It is a revolution 
of the people, of the masses who are de- 
manding political independence, eco- 
nomic justice, social equality and religious 
motivation of life. In the last ten years, 
nearly 700 millions have gained their in- 
dependence. In 1946, the Philippines; in 
1947, India and Pakistan; in 1948, Burma 
and Ceylon; in 1949, Indonesia; soon after 
the war, North and South Korea; the 
French Empire in East Asia disappeared, 








giving birth to North and South Vietnam, 
Cambodia and Laos. Ghana was born re- 
cently in Africa and Malaya attained self- 
government on August 31, 1957. Only a 
few remains of Western empire survive in 
Asia today. Each of these new nations is 
engaged in lifting up their masses eco- 
nomically. Five- and ten-year plans and 
programs are being pushed vigorously. 
Social reforms are sweeping these nations. 
Ancient religions are getting a new lease 
on life and are becoming resurgent.” 


Changes Noted 

These changes, Dr. Manikam pointed 
out, are matched by a corresponding 
change in the Christian Church. 


“The changes in the political, cultural, 
and economic environment of our work- 


ANY QUE 


Questions are answered here by persons 
serving on a radio-telephone panel. Most 
questions are submitted by telephone; some 
by mail (to The Outlook). Answers are re- 
corded and then submitted for amendment 
or revision. Participants here are: Donald F. 
Bobb, missionary to the Belgian Congo; Don- 
ald G. Miller, Union Seminary, Va.; and 
Morris D. Warren, Presbyterian, U. S., edu- 
cational leadership. 


MEANING OF WORSHIP 
Why should we worship? 

Boss: If a Christian wants to stay a 
Christian he must worship. It has been 
said that the Christian life is one area 
where it is impossible to remain the same. 
We must either go forward or else we go 
backward. The Christian who fails to 
worship does not go forward and hence 
the reality of his experience begins to 
disappear. 

We worship publicly, because therein 
our experience with Jesus is enriched and 
vitalized. ‘‘Where two or three are gath- 
ered together in my name there am I in 
the midst of them.” Jesus told his dis- 
ciples before his Ascension to go back 
to Jerusalem there to pray together and 
await the coming of the Holy Spirit. 
There is value in the community gath- 
ering together, the community of be- 
lievers, the fellowship of the ones being 
redeemed, the feeling of togetherness, of 
strength, which is an outgrowth of this 
fellowship, as God comes upon them in 
their togetherness. Through worship to- 
gether God becomes realized in our hu- 
man experience as he strengthens us and 
draws us closer to himself and to our 
fellow members of the redeemed society, 
and to those yet outside the bounds of 
the Church Universal. 


MARY’S TRIBE 


What tribe of Israel did Mary belong 
to and was that name (I mean the 
name Mary) common among women 
of that time? 

MILLER: The name Mary was a very 
common name. There are two or three 
others even in the New Testament. What 
tribe Mary, the mother of Jesus, belonged 
to I think nobody knows. 


4 


a-day world have been tremendous. The 
environmental changes have been matched 
by no less revolutionary changes in the 
life of the church itself. Missionary policy 
has been revolutionized because of new 
theological insights. The rise of the so- 
called ‘Younger Churches’ is by itself the 
greatest achievement of the missionary 
outreach of ‘Older Churches,’ and this has 
brought many radical adjustments in re- 
lationships between the two. The church 
is only now bezinning to sense its true 
ecumenical reality.” 

Referring to the need for a new kind 
of missionary, Dr. Manikam said: 

“The day is practically gone for the mis- 
sionary of a previous generat'on or two 
who was a Superintendent, a Director, a 
Boss. The day has now dawned for the 


STIONS? 


SUNDAY NIGHT SERVICES 


Why don’t more churches have more 
Sunday night services? 


WarrEN: As far as I can see, they do. 
At least, many churches are having more 
services on Sunday evening than they did 
some years ago. In the church I attend, 
for instance, our bulletin today announced 
four services at the church this evening: 
one for Pioneer young people, one for 
Senior Hi young people, one for new 
church members, and one for the Ses- 
sion. I believe also that more churches 
are having Sunday evening services now 
than was true some twenty or thirty years 
ago. 

MoperaTtor: What you mean is not 
what we generally think of as a Sunday 
evening service. 

WarREN: No, for the kind of Sunday 
evening services which churches are hav- 
ing today has changed. Nearly every 
church has Sunday evening vesper serv- 
ices for young people. Many also have 
a variety of other Sunday evening activi- 
ties, such as special study groups, family 
fellowship suppers, officers meetings. 
Also, quite a number still have the con- 
gregational worship every Sunday eve- 
ning. 

The deeper question is something like 
this, have our churches done wisely in 
changing the kind of Sunday evening 
services held? In my judgment, they 
have done wisely. I believe this emphasis 
upon the youth program, which is the 
predominant activity of the church on 
Sunday evening in our day, is the best 
possible investment of Sunday evening 
time and talents on the part of ministers 
and lay church leaders. 


Moperator: There is also a movement 
on the part of adults to go into homes 
for neighborhood meetings. There they 
meet informally. and yet on some kind 
of a schedule, for the kind of serious 
discussion they don’t get anywhere else 
in church. 

WarREN: This is true, and these are 
church services. 


missionary who is the friend, philosopher 
and guide of a Young Church, who is will- 
ing to get behind the cart and push it 
along rather than pull it from the front. 
It needs a greater measure of God’s grace 
to play the humbler role. What is needed 
is the kind of Christians who, while valu- 
ing their own heritage, are determined 
not to perpetuate those divisions which, 
whatever they mean to Western Christen- 
dom, have far less relevance in the East- 
ern context. 


“Millions of men and women in the 
East,” Dr. Manikam stated, “still live 
in inhuman or subhuman conditions, 
Two-thirds of mankind is going hungry. 
In my country of India, millions go to 
their bed at night with only a single meal 
a day. Ninety per cent of the Far East 
is undernourished. As for Africa, it is 
one of the biggest blots of hunger in the 
world. However, more food is being pro- 
duced and eaten in the world. But who 
is eating better? The ones who had al- 
ways eaten well, while the eternally 
under-fed of Africa, Asia and elsewhere 
continue to starve!” In view of these 
facts, he affirmed, it is necessary to min- 
ister to the “whole man” and to accom- 
pany the preaching of the gospel by the 
proclamation of social and economic jus- 
tice. 


New Era 


Concluding, Dr. Manikam expressed 
his conviction that a new era in missions 
has begun. ‘‘We may have conquered the 
monkey and the tiger in human nature, 
but the donkey in man still seems to per- 
sist. To talk now of the march of human 
progress, as was fashionable in mid-Vic- 
torian days, would sound like utter non- 
sense. The one important fact of human 
nature is its sinfulness. This world of 
ours is not going to become any more 
moral unless it becomes more Christian.” 


Ministers’ Groups 
Merge in Arkansas 


Hor Sprincs, ARK. (RNS)—White and 
Negro ministerial alliances here have 
merged into a single association. 

The action was taken at a luncheon 
meeting of members of the Ministerial 
Alliance and the Interdenominational 
Alliance, Negro group. James A. Over- 
holser, pastor of First Presbyterian 
Church, said the vote to merge was unan- 
imous. He presided at the meeting. 

It was said that the merger action “‘had 
nothing to do with the Litle Rock inte- 
gration crisis.” The merger had been 
under discussion for more than a year. 


944 an Jdea! 


For a Verdict 


When the Synod of Arizona met 
recently, the 14-hour period devoted 
to Evangelism dealt with “Preaching 
for a Verdict.” 
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For a Learned Ministry 


LIBRARY can no more properly 

be called a building than can a 
church. Nor is it simply an accumua- 
tion of books. Rather, it is a selection 
shaped by mind for a specific purpose. 
Its quality derives, to be sure, from the 
means available, but more important, 
from the intelligence, taste and some- 
times, too—if I may borrow a phrase 
owed I think to William Temple—the 
“sanctified guile,” which have been 
brought to bear over a long period of 
time in support of its program of acqui- 
sition. In a century and a half the 
library of this seminary has, it is evident, 
been well served in these respects—and 
not least by the collector’s unfailing con- 
cern and faithful skill. 

Since the founders dedicated this sem- 
inary to producing workmen who would 
study so that they, “approved unto God 

. needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth,” their enter- 
prise was started in the conviction that 
they needed at once to set about acquiring 
a library. They knew that religion with- 
out learning is as certain to prove in- 
jurious to the church as that opposite 
some of us are now worried about, learn- 
ing without religion, and stated at the 
outset that the acquisition of “a complete 
theological library” ought to be “‘a lead- 
ing object of the Institution.” They gave 
substance to their intention at once by 
supporting it with resolution and deter- 
mination, and their successors continued 
to do so with patient toil and conscien- 
tious adherence to the original high pur- 
pose. It is the very great achievement 
developed from such a resolute beginning 
we are met here today to signalize. 





Necessary Condition 


Although a library is not simply a 
building, it deserves and needs a fitting 
home. This is a necessary condition both 
for continued growth in quality and for 
a library’s proper employment. There is 
enduring symbolic value in the fact that 
the library of the Princeton Seminary 
could once be kept on a shelf in a pro- 
fessor’s study, but happily it has now 
found a magnificent new home more ap- 
propriate to its present size and extra- 
ordinarily increased range and useful- 
ness. 

It is not my task to describe the li- 
brary or the building but I rejoice with 
you in their double achievement and 
share your gratitude to the many, past 
and present, who found in the creation of 
this library and its present splendid set- 
ting, a way to serve the Lord. As an 
outsider who has watched growth in other 
educational institutions, I can imagine 
PRESIDENT PUSEY of Harvard University 
gave this address at the dedication of the 
Robert E. Speer Library at Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary. 
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By NATHAN M. PUSEY 


the planning, sacrifice, toil, and striving 
which lie back of the present occasion. 
The Presbyterian Church, and the larger 
church of which it makes part, both 
have good reason to be grateful for the 
combined efforts, sustained thrcugh gen- 
erations, which first built this fine re- 
source for theological education in Amer- 
ica and have now made possible for it 
such an attractive and useful home. 
May I in a few words try to suggest 
what seems to me to be the extraordinary 
present significance of this achievement. 


Kind of Ministers 


If we agree that a seminary’s first task 
is to produce ministers for the church, 
the question immediately arises, What 
kind of ministers? An attempt was made 
to provide an explicit answer in the de- 
sign for this seminary drawn up in 1811. 
There are a number of items in the de- 
sign, as you know better than I, and a 
wide range of emphases. But back of 
them all there is clearly recognizable an 
overriding concern that the church’s min- 
istry should be a learned one. In my 
judgment there is special reason in our 
generation to reaffirm this emphasis. 
Today a parish minister must be a kind 
of preacher, administrator, teacher, psy- 
chiatrist, counsellor, money-raiser, com- 
munity leader, all-round good fellow, and 
undoubtedly other kinds of people. One 
can feel the deepest sympathy for the 
man confronted by such multifaceted re- 
sponsibility. And it is a fair question to 
ask how, faced by necessity of preparing 
for such a complex and demanding role, 
a minister is ever to become, or remain, 
a learned interpreter of the faith. Yet, is 
it not true now, as it was in 1811, that it 
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is precisely for this kind of leader and 
servant that the church has greatest need ? 

People’s opinions will differ at this 
point, and I of course can speak for only 
one layman, but to me the situation looks 
something like this: Many of us—all of 
us here—would like to see the church 
grow in power and influence. In saying 
this we do not quite mean what it might 
to some at first appear. For it is not for 
a more commanding and more honored 
secular institution that we pray, but 
rather for a fellowship more ready, more 
determined and better instructed about 
how convincingly to carry out that mis- 
sion of reconciliation of man to man, and 
of men to God—for which the Lord set 
his church in the world. Our first duty 
must always be to pray that grace be 
given the church to enable it to provide 
convincing witness of the way of life the 
Lord intended for it. But praying we 
may also again and again ask ourselves, 
what in our activity works to prevent 
this deeply-desired result? 

At first the easy answer is apt to 
be that so obdurate is the medium in 
which the church must grow that its ad- 
vance must surely always be something 
rather to be hoped for than achieved. 
There is abundant experience to justify 
such a response, but we know in our 
hearts that it will not do. 





Many Are Eager 


In my judgment we act more honestly 
if we begin by acknowledging that there 
are many within the churches eager to 
do the church’s work who fail to do it, 
not from intent, and not from lack of 
resolution, but simply because they have 
not truly glimpsed either the significance 
or the imperatives of the faith they in- 
nocently, if earnestly, profess. This as- 





world missions, this $1,700,000 building can house 400,000 volumes. Dr. 
Speer was president of the seminary’s trustees from 1937 to 1947. He 
was a graduate of the seminary but never ordained as a minister. 








sertion may not hold for all countries or 
all churches but, at least within some 
very active churches in America today, 
there are many who, while suspecting 
that the church is more than a fellow- 
ship in which to be decently married and 
buried, honestly wonder what it is that 
the Lord requires of them—and what the 
church is for, beyond the observance of 
some of society’s nicer customs. 

Perhaps the sheep do not look up as 
readily as this would suggest; perhaps 
they do; but in either event there is rea- 
son to suspect they are today too often 
unsuitably fed. What many in the 
churches now seem most to need and most 
want is to know what lies beneath the 
surface phenomena of religion, beneath 
church buildings and parish halls, Sun- 
day services and facile responses. I hope 
I do not betray my own profession when 
I say therefore that the great need of 
the churches today, as in earlier periods, 
is for ministers who are first of all wise 
men and only then, if at all, administra- 
tive officers. 

Religion’s place in the world is to help, 
to speak to men and women, certainly in 
the whole range of their lives, but es- 
pecially at their deepest levels of need. 
In sickness and sorrow, in failure and 
despair, in the face of the baffling com- 
plexities, inconsistencies, seeming injus- 
tices, the sheer idiocy of much of our 
world—it is here especially and not on 
happy, sunny Sunday mornings, that 
Christ seeks to come, and it is in such 
situations that men’s real need for him 
is born. If this be true (and it seems 
to me that seeing it is so is almost a 
necessary consequence of growing up) 
then surely the minister’s greatest task 
remains to help his parishioners to an 
understanding of the full human situa- 
tion, of its surface allure and rewards, 
and also of its treacherous depths and 
deeper consolations; above all to help 
each of us to see that where torment and 
darkness lie there also is light, and in 
the depth of mystery a face. 

No Easy Answers 

Easy, superficial, uninformed or pre- 
tentious statements about the faith can- 
not meet this need—indeed cannot begin 
to penetrate to the level where it is, with 
its burning hunger for an honest answer. 
Nor can the church ever truly flourish 
where it is staffed by ministers whose 
own experience and, even more, whose 
knowledge, fall short of the level needed 
if one is to speak honestly and experi- 
entially—and therefore helpfully—about 
both the depth of mystery in which our 
lives are cast and the illumination 
brought there by Jesus Christ. 

I would not wish to appear here to 
be finding fault with ministers. If there 
is any finding fault in my words, it is 
rather with those of us in the congrega- 
tions who place too much busyness upon 
our ministers and then give them inade- 
quate help to achieve all we expect them 
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to do. But criticism is implied of all who 
in any degree, consciously or uncon- 
sciously, help to foster the idea that one 
can go ahead properly with Christian 
work on the basis of inadequate under- 
standing. It is in the light of such a 
consideration as I have sought here to 
introduce that it seems to me we begin 
to see the very great significance, as well 
as to sense the courage coupled with un- 
derstanding, which lie back of the new 
Robert Elliott Speer Library. 

A library cannot be set before a chapel, 
but it need not be, for they are in no 
sense competitive. Within a seminary 
a chapel and a library are twin centers 
which in effect make one. Here, as Rich- 
ard Niebuhr says, theological students 
are introduced to the great historical rea- 
soning of God with men and are led to 
participate in it. Prayer and listening 
are required and also reading, discussion 
and hard study. From this should come 
the knowledge and the skills which will 
enable the theological student become 
minister to introduce others of us to that 
same reasoning of God with men, and 
thus help us to give meaning to our lives. 


Across the Church... 


Totals reported show that approxi- 
mately 12,000 church leaders received a 
week or more of training in synod and 
regional schools conducted last summer 
by the Presbyterian, USA, Board of 
Christian Education. 

* 2 @ 

Looking toward the merger next year 
of United-and USA Presbyterians, lead- 
ers of the women’s work in the two 
churches met recently for a joint plan- 
ning session in Cleveland. Tenative poli- 
cies are being discussed and plans are 
being made for programs, budgets and 
cooperative ventures. 

2 * 

A United Presbyterian official, Lee Ed- 
win Walker, general secretary of the 
Board of Christian Education, has estab- 
lished an office in the Witherspoon Build- 
ing (Presbyterian, USA) in Philadel- 
phia. He will divide his time between 
Philadelphia and Pittsburgh. 

ee 6 

New Presbyterian, USA, Board of 
Christian Education staff personnel : 

Roland Wesley Tapp, associate editor 
of religious books. 

H. Clayton Neel, associate secretary, 
field services. 

V. Trent Davidson, field director, Syn- 
od of Kansas. 

William T. Jaques, associate director, 
vocation and in-service training. 

Helen Perks, field representative, di- 
vision of publication. 

Keith H. Orr, field director, Synods of 
North and South Dakota. 

Evangeline M. Bloodworth, assistant 
director, audio-visual education. 





It is this above all that the future min- 
ister can and should be trained to do, 
and it is perhaps by remembering this 
that we begin to catch a glimpse of the 
importance of this new building. 


Ministers Unashamed 


In its new setting this library has a 
working value and a symbolic value for 
the Princeton Seminary, for theological 
education in America, and for the church. 
It says eloquently that the enduring first 
need of the church is for a learned min- 
istry, for a continuing succession of those 
scholar-teachers who shall not need to be 
ashamed and shall not fail to help the 
churches to do their work in the world 
because they will have been qualified 
rightly to divide the word of truth. 

There was a time when the minister 
was the professional in our society. Now 
he is only one among an ever-increasing 
number of professionals, and his special 
knowledge of a revealed truth is only one 
kind of knowledge among many. It has 
been a long time since he has occupied 
a position anywhere near the top of the 
totem pole of professions. But this is 
perhaps less a commentary on him or his 
capacities than it is a reflection of the 
character—and the gaping need—of our 
society. Many circumstances of our lives 
suggest that today the informed, com- 
passionate, understanding scholar-min- 
ister is the professional of whom all other 
professionals stand most in need, whether 
they know it yet or not, for it is his 
function to speak to them of that kind of 
redemption of redirection which alone 
can give acceptable meaning to their 
efforts and which it is the gospel’s power, 
helped by a truly learned ministry, widely 
to mediate. 


Today’s Opportunity 


All about us are power and promise. 
There are also frustration and defeat, 
terror, anxiety, and despair. In such a 
situation where rightly do we look for 
help, or where find a trustworthy sense 
of direction? It is here that the church 
speaks out, reminding us again that in 
the midst of darkness there is always 
light. Surely the opportunity for the 
church was never more evident, its min- 
istry to the world never more needed. 
At a time when the church is rousing 
itself to provide such a ministry—an 
understanding ministry—in the new gen- 
eration—at such a time the significance 
of this building emerges clear and chal- 
lenging. 

For reasons such as I have sought 
to suggest all Christians may rejoice in 
the achievement by the Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary of its new Robert EI- 
liott Speer Library. It is my privilege 
both to join with you on this occasion 
in thanksgiving, and, as far as I may 
presume to do so, for other seminaries 
and for the churches, to offer you very 
heartiest congratulations. 
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Letters to the Editors 








Little Rock Ministers Are Commended 





Time to Speak Out 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


. .. I just wanted to say how deeply 
grateful I am for the spendid prominence 
you gave to the statement entitled ‘‘Con- 
fession” by Mrs. Vernon Crawford on the 
cover of the September 23 OvuTLook. I 
also wish to commend THE OUTLOOK’Ss edi- 
torials on the Little Rock matter and the 
subject of integration in general. This is 
a bright spot in these dark times to see 
publications such as yours taking a forth- 
right stand on what seems to me to be the 
only possible Christian approach to this 
question. 

It is the tragedy of our time that the 
churches and church people have not stood 
up for the plain teachings of the Bible on 
the question of integration. .. . I stated 
at the 1954 General Assembly that it was 
the tragedy of our time that the govern- 
ment and not the church has been the 
leader in this matter. 

I have been noting with warm interest 
the splendid stand that a number of the 
ministers in Little Rock have taken on 
this question. The real tragedy is that the 
newspapers always give prominence to the 
negative and sordid side of this issue and 
very little is ever said or printed about 
the stand that many of these people have 
taken which is certainly a magnificent 
one. 

I can’t help believing that there are 
thousands upon thousands of people in the 
South who deep down in their hearts are 
convinced that segregation cannot and 
should not be practiced by Christians. 
However, the vast multitude of these 
people are reluctant to manifest their con- 
viction. That makes it doubly incumbent 
upon those of us who are not reluctant to 
express themselves on this position to 
speak out forthrightly and with twice as 
much passion for that which we know is 
right as the sons of darkness exercise in 
espousing that which we know is wrong. 


Rex E. Brown. 
Plattsburg, Mo. 


Another Reaction 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


This is the way I feel [the October 14 
OUTLOOK was returned, torn to pieces.— 
Eds.]. I am a Southerner and know the 
Negro problem, do not see where ministers 
or troops have to take 9 Negroes to school, 
that is proof enough it is wrong. Let them 
go to their own schools. 

Please do not send OUTLOOK anymore 
to me as I am not interested. If you care 
to send refund alright; if not, just do not 
send, as I positively do not want to read 
it. 

LOUISIANA, 


Halt Nuclear Tests 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


Probably no other issue facing man is 
so replete with fear, awe and mystery as 
is the question of the present testing and 
the possible future use of nuclear weapons 
in a war. Whether one’s concern is for 
the biological damage being done to man’s 
reproductive potential, for the increase in 
dreadful diseases, or for the awesome 
proportions of nuclear war, the conclusion 
is the same—the tests must be halted and 
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a satisfactory agreement developed be- 
tween the atomic powers. 

Out of the discussions and concern about 
this matter among clergymen in Southern 
California has emerged an “Appeal to the 
Leaders of Nations” which is being cir- 
culated among Protestant clergymen. Over 
700 individual ministers affixed their sig- 
natures when the Appeal was distributed 
through the member churches of the 
Northern and Southern California Coun- 
cils of Churches by the 238 original sign- 
ers. The need now is to expand the Ap- 
peal to the clergy throughout the United 
States and later to as much of the world 
as possible. . 

JoHN R. SHAFFER, Coordinator. 
817 W. 34th St., Los Angeles 7, Calif. 


NOTE—Mr. Shaffer is pastor of Uni- 
versity Methodist Church, Los Angeles.— 
Eds. 


APPEAL TO THE LEADERS OF NATIONS 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ drives us 
to a concern for the welfare of every 
person as a son or daughter of God. We 
must reject any philosophy which would 
imply that the life of a single child in 
the most obscure family on earth is less 
precious in the sight of God because it is 
“statistically insignificant.” 

As trustees of the future we deeply be- 
lieve that for us to cause any degradation 
of the life which God has given us to 
pass on, is to sin against his creation. 
Scientists even in their disagreement have 
pointed out the dangerous cumulative 
physical and genetic effects which past and 
present nuclear explosions have upon pres- 
ent and future generations of man. 

We believe that nuclear weapons, wheth- 


er used to destroy or to threaten, repre- 
sent a contradiction of the way of God 
as revealed by Jesus. As individual Amer- 
ican and Christian clergymen we must 
assume our share of the guilt for these 
actions, and do all we can to insure that 
this sin shall cease. We believe that God is 
able to use an act of courage and faith 
as a means of grace, to help us and other 
nations to go forward to disarmament 
and peace. 

To continue further testing of nuclear 
devices is to be, as Dr. Albert Schweitzer 
has said “. committing a folly in 
thoughtlessness. ...” 

Therefore, as concerned Christian cler- 
gymen we call upon our government, and 
the other governments of the world, to 
proclaim, by agreement, the immediate 
cessation of nuclear explosions and the 
halting of further testing of nuclear de- 
vices now. 

Further, we affirm that an international 
agreement to stop testing of nuclear 
weapons now, before man passes the point 
of no return in the armaments race, could 
serve as a first step toward a more gen- 
eral disarmament and the ultimate effec- 
tive abolition of nuclear weapons, averting 
the possibility of a nuclear war that could 
be a catastrophe to humanity and an 
abomination unto God. 


Contrived? 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


. . . By the way, the unsigned letter 
titled, “Are They Reluctant?” on page 2 
of the October 14 OvuTLOOK struck me as 
one you had contrived in order to keep 
things stirred up. I hope I am wrong. 
I seem to doubt that such an ill-informed 
physician exists. If he does I feel no ob- 
ligation to enlighten him even though you 
urged me to do so. 
MISSISSIPPI. 

NOTE —Not guilty. The physician 

exists and he wrote the letter.—Eds. 





Dear Sir and Brother: 


church in Jerusalem. 


preaching. 





intercepted Correspondence 


Doubtless you recall the invitation you extended me to come over 
to Macedonia and help the people of that section. You will pardon 
me for saying that | am somewhat surprised that you should expect 
a man of my standing in the church to consider seriously a call on 
such meager information. There are a number of things | would 
like to learn before giving you my decision and | would appreciate 
you dropping me a line, addressing me at Troas. 

First of all, | would like to know if Macedonia is a city or country 
work. This is important, as | have been told once a man begins in 
the country work it is well nigh impossible to obtain a city parish. 
If Macedonia embraces more than one preaching place | may as 
well tell you frankly that | cannot think of accepting the call. | 
have been through a long and expensive training, in fact, | may say, 
with pardonable pride, that | am a Sanhedrin man. 

| recently had a fine offer to return to Antioch at an increase in 
salary and am told that | made a very favorable impression on the 
lf it will help the Board at Macedonia you 
might mention these facts in Macedonia and also that some of the 
brethren in Judea have been heard to say, that if | keep on, in a few 
years, | may have anything in the gift of the church. | will say that 
1 am a first class mixer and especially strong on argumentative 


(The author of this letter wishes to remain anonymous.) 


Solicitiously, 
Paul 
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EDITORIAL 


No Comment 


Opponents of the already-voted merger 
of Congregational-Christian Churches 
and the Evangelical and Reformed 
Church continue their efforts. In a recent 
Hartford, Conn., meeting, 213 delegates 
from 80 churches were addressed and 
supported by Congressman Walter H. 
Judd, Republican of Minnesota, and 
Daniel A. Poling of Philadelphia, for- 
merly of the Reformed Church in Amer- 
ica and now a Baptist. Now being 
planned by the anti-merger group: A 
new missions board and a new seminary. 

> 





A service of prayer for the success of 
the new United Church of Christ was 
held at the Washington (Episcopal) 
Cathedral. This church is composed of 
the former Congregational Christian and 
Evangelical and Reformed Churches. 
Dean Francis B. Sayre, Jr., of the ca- 
thedral said to the worshippers: ‘You 
are far ahead of other denominations. 
You are not just talking about unity, you 
have united.” 

* * x 

A Los Angeles housewife has revealed 
how (in order to unmask the procedure) 
she secured, for $30.20 and within a 
week, a church charter and a certificate 
which permitted her to officiate at mar- 
riages, baptisms and funerals as an or- 
dained minister. California’s diploma 
mills are now being investigated by a 
State Assembly subcommittee. Attorneys 
estimate that 50 to 60 diploma-mills op- 
erate in Los Angeles. Query: If they 
are driven out of California, where will 
they locate next? Query (2): What 
drives applicants to seek these bogus cre- 
dentials ? 

es 

Although Roman Catholics were en- 
abled to cooperate in the United Fund 
drive in El] Paso when the Planned Par- 
enthood Center was excluded, Baptists 
were asked by their leaders not to parti- 
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cipate in or contribute to the fund “in 
view of the predominance of sectarian 
agencies.” The principle of the cam- 
paign, as stated by one official: “You do 
not ask a drowning man’s race or creed 
before threwing him a rope.” 
eS 

Distillers are reported to be worried 
because liquor sales fell off last Christ- 
mas and they note a trend among busi- 
ness concerns to turn their annua] Christ- 
mas parties into “family fun” gatherings 
without alcoholic drinks. They are also 
concerned because the trade publication, 
Advertising Requirements, listed the 
Christmas gifts “most appreciated” by 
business men and liquor wasn’t even 
mentioned. 

* * a 

A statewide meeting of Baptist stu- 
dents in Arkansas approved (359-1) a 
statement upholding “the equal worth of 
all individuals, regardless of race, creed 
or state in life” and denounced the use 
of violence in racial disputes. 


Men’‘s Programs 


Church men’s groups within a congre- 
gation ought to be more than supper 
clubs. 

President Franklin Clark Fry, of the 
United Lutheran Church in America, and 
the president of the Lutheran World Fed- 
eration, recently said that to a convention 
of United Lutheran churchmen. These 
men’s groups, he said, ought to be the 
vanguard of their congregations and they 
should never be an end in themselves. 
Fellowship is fine, he went on, but it is 
not enough. Then he became specific: 

“Every Christian should recognize that 
God calls him to be his partner in his 
daily work. Every part of our increas- 
ingly complex social life is a part of God’s 
plan for humanity. God’s will is behind 
it and in it. 

“God wants men to be fed, informed, 
healed, given healthy recreation. Every- 
body who performs a useful and honorable 
work that benefits others is a helper of 
the Creator of it all. 

“Tf he is a discerning man, he doesn’t 
work only for wages, or with his eye on 
the clock. He is a minister of God as truly 
as the preacher who stands in the pulpit. 
He is freed from both boredom and im- 
patience. His trade is more than a way 
to make a living, it is a vocation.” 

Then Dr. Fry went on to name some 
specific types of services for men’s groups 
—services that they can do better than 
anybody else, and that should not be left 
to the minister.” He suggested such 
things as sponsoring Boy Scout troops, 
making good books available, arousing 
sleepy and indifferent Christians who 
are drifting away from the church, and 
facing social and economic problems and 
analyzing them in Christian terms. 

Sometimes when we read or hear about 
a church men’s group whose monthly pro- 
gram is made up of movies from a trav- 
elogue sequence, or maybe a football 
movie, or even a succession of widely 
known “outside speakers,” we wonder if 


these men have ever sat down long 
enough to think through what their acti- 
vities ought to be, or what their possibili- 
ties are. Dr. Fry is exactly right,.and it 
is to be hoped that his wise words will 
prod some men’s groups to develop better 
service projects and better programs. 


1,000,000 Studying 

Unprecedented interest is reported in 
churches all across the country in study- 
ing the current Home Mission theme, 
“Christ, the Church and Race.” It is 
estimated that before the end of next year 
more than 1,000,000 church people will 
have joined in this study in the 30 mem- 
ber denominations that are participating 
in it. 

In view of necessary schedules in de- 
veloping such programs and in produc- 
ing the literature, it is interesting to note 
that this year’s study of race problems 
was selected in 1952—two years before 
the Supreme Court decision on public 
school integration. 

William C. Walzer, associate director 
of the Commission on Missionary Edu- 
cation of the National Council of 
Churches—the coordinating body that 
helps to plan these emphases—recently 
pointed out this fact. Dr. Walzer also 
declared: “Some people seem to think 
that if everybody just loved each other 
things would be fine, but good race rela- 
tions is an exceedingly complex problem 
as each community presents a different 
situation.” 


Limited Term Service 


From 2,225 Presbyterian U. S. churches 
reporting 1,311 have some form of the 
limited term for elders and/or deacons. 
It is interesting to see that the size of the 
church apparently has little to do with 
the program since, for example, 101 
churches with a membership of less than 
100 follow this procedure. 

These results along with many others 
that are significant and important appear 
in a small document just issed by the 
Department of Office Training of the 
Division of Men’s Work, under the di- 
rection of Cliff W. Coleman, of Rich- 
mond. The mimeographed booklet gives 
the authority for the limited term and 
it has drawn together information from a 
number of churches in their experience in 
operating it, listing both strong points 
and weak points. 

There is also a helpful section sug- 
gesting procedure in a congregation when 
the plan is to be considered. Suggestions 
also are given indicating how some of 
the difficulties which are frequently faced 
may be dealt with in the most effective 
way—on the basis of experience. 

There is a concluding note pointing out 
the importance of democratic leadership 
and also the imperative of training 
church officers when they assume their 
responsibilities not only under the lim- 
ited term plan, but in line with any plan. 
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OBERLIN (2) 


STUDYING TOGETHER 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“é 


. arguing and persuading people 
about the Reign of God.”—Acts 19:8, 
Moffatt. 


NE GOOD THING the ecumenical 

movement is certainly doing. If it 
never gets anything else done, this will 
have been worthwhile: theology is being 
hammered out no longer in airtight com- 
partments but in the open air, as it were, 
in the actual presence and face-to-face 
contact of Christian thinkers of varied 
traditions. 

This will seem a good thing only to 
those who see theology for what it is, a 
living thing, a continual restudy and 
rediscovery of God’s truth. Those who 
believe that the last line has been written 
that needs to be written, and that now 
all we need to do is to repeat verbatim 
what was said at Geneva, or Wittenberg, 
or Rome, or London, or some other 
stronghold of last-worders, will naturally 
regret that theologizing is being done at 
all. 

Let us drop the word “theology” and 
try to put the matter into words of fewer 
syllables: In these days Christ’s men 
try to think out what the Faith means to 
us and to our world, no longer alone, man 
by man, but by men of all sorts together. 
Put this way, few men of goodwill can 
help feeling glad about it. 


This was dramatized at Oberlin in 
early September, when all sorts and con- 
ditions of men and women came together 
for a week’s study and discussion of at 
least twelve angles of a single theme. 
But this was not a mere theological ex- 
ercise. Further, it was not the first time 
the theme had been studied in such com- 
posite groups. 





It was not a mere theological exercise, 
as if a small committee had looked over 
the many dogmas of Christendom, picked 
out one and said, We will discuss that 
for so many hours. It was not a doctrine 
to begin with, it was a problem on which 
these widely-scattered and widely-varied 
Christians went to work. The problem 
was this: “What is the nature of the 
unity we seek?’ Christians these days— 
these years—are beginning to feel the 
pinch and the perils of divisiveness as 
never before. Talk of unity has been 
gcing around, in conferences and books, 
for a generation and more. But what 
kind of unity? Do we réally have unity 
now, all we need, if we will only realize 
it? Shall we never have unity this side 
of heaven? Or could we have unity, and 
express it, better (or only) if we erase all 
denominational lines and come together 
in one great church? Or is there some 
other answer? 


ENCE the main question of the 
Oberlin Conference. It is a theo- 
logical question, or raises such questions. 
The nature of the church, the nature of 
the ministry, the meaning of tradition, 
the interpretation of the Bible, the com- 
parative importance of worship, creed 
and action, and other questions come up 
for consideration really before you can 
arrive at some conclusion which you are 
willing to take as final, or satisfactory, 
about the main question. It would be 
hard to select a simple question any bet- 
ter adapted for joint thinking all through 
the Christian church, than this one was. 
Furthermore, this question was not 
aired first at Oberlin. Two years earlier, 
with Oberlin in mind, interdenomina- 
tional study groups were locally brought 


AT OBERLIN—Among the Presbyterian, U. S., representatives at Oberlin (back row, | to r): 

Betty Currie, Richmond, Va.; Isabel Rogers, Milledgeville, Ga.; Holmes Rolston, Richmond, 

Va.; Albert C. Winn, Tuscaloosa, Ala.; Harold C. Kilpatrick, Austin, Texas; Mrs. W. M. 

MacLeod, New York; A. H. Hollingsworth, Rcanoke, Va.; Mrs. Graham Lacy, Washington, 

D. C.; Malcolm P. Calhoun, Atlanta, Ga. Front: Holland McSween, student; John A. Ful- 

ton, Louisville, Ky. Not pictured: Mrs. A. R. Craig, Rutherfordton, N. C.; Jos. Norton, 
Little Rock, Ark.; James |. McCord, Austin, Texas; and Dr. Foreman! 
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together in many different places in 
North America, and in these groups the 
main question or the sub-questions that 
were a part of it were discussed for 
months on end. 

To take one concrete example: In 
Austin, Texas, there was a group of min- 
isters and laymen—only a few of them 
being professors in theological schools— 
who during eighteen months came to- 
gether many times, to discuss this one 
question: What does the Lord’s Supper 
mean? Now what does that have to do 
with Christian unity? Just this: that in 
any ecumenical meeting, large or small, 
the Lord’s Supper usually turns out to 
be a dramatic indication of dis-unity. 
If Christians will not even celebrate the 
Lord’s Supper in company with one an- 
other, what sense does it make to talk 
of unity? 

“Let us break bread together on our 
knees” is the title of a Negro spiritual 
in our new Hymnbook. But from the way 
some denominations look at it, you would 
think the words ran, “Let us break bread 
together—provided you can pass a theo- 
logical examination which will satisfy 
me; provided we can agree on what kind 
of bread to use, and whether we ought 
to be on our knees or sitting down or 
standing,up; provided we can find a min- 
ister with a pedigree we can all agree 
on.” This group in Austin decided right 
away that too many “provided’s” had 
got in the way; or in other words, that 
when different kinds of Christians came 
to talk about the Lord’s Supper all they 
could usually think of was their dis- 
agreements. So they set to work to find 
out: What do we agree on? What can 
we all say is meant by this Sacrament? 
That particular Texas group, though 
made up from denominations not all of 
which officially unite in the Communion 
service, nevertheless, after eighteen 
months, found they agreed so deeply, and 
so centrally, that they actually did cele- 
brate the Lord’s Supper together. 


HIS seems less startling to Presby- 

terians, who are known for their 
open-house, open-heart attitude to the 
sacraments, than it would to some other 
people. Be that as it may, that Texas 
group, many of whom were at Oberlin, 
had already had their minds churned and 
burned by serious thinking in the pres- 
ence of other types of Christians. So it 
was all over the continent. Oberlin’s 
study week was not the first stirring of 
a silent pool, but it marked a stage in an 
onflowing river. 

Peter and Paul were different men; so 
different that they would not have made 
a good missionary team, and did not try 
it; but once upon a time they spent two 
weeks together. Who shall say that they 
were not the better men for having fer- 
tilized each other’s minds? 


LATER: Oberlin (3). 








Elson Hits at 
“‘Peacemongers” 


WasHINGTON, D. C. (RNS)—Edward 
L. R. Elson, pastor of National Presby- 
terian church, told a congregation that 
included Queen Elizabeth II, Prince 
Philip and President.and Mrs. Eisen- 
hower that “peacemongering—careless 
and irresponsible talk about peace’’ is 
“worse than warmongering.”’ 

“Peace which is only the absence of 
overt conflict is not the peace to which 
the Christian aspires,” he said. “To talk 
about peace unrelated to moral prin- 
ciples is as dangerous for world order as 
saber-rattling and scowls at international 
borders.” 

In the congregation were Secretary of 
State John Foster Dulles, British For- 


eign Secretary Selwyn Lloyd, Chief Jus- 
tice Earl Warren, Secretary of the Army 
Wilbur Brucker, Postmaster General 
Arthur E. Summerfield and other high- 
ranking officials of the United States and 
Commonwealth countries. 


Not Pacifists 


“Jesus did not say ‘Blessed are the 
peace-wishers,’” Dr. Elson said. “He 
did not say ‘Blessed are the pacifists.’ He 
was quite emphatic. He said ‘Blessed are 
those who make peace.’ ” 

The Presbyterian pastor said the 
amount of military force Christian na- 
tions should use is “the tragic dilemma 
of our age.” . 

The threat of destruction from atomic 
power heightens the crime of an aggres- 
sor, Dr. Elson said, but “the moral ob- 
ligation to discourage such a crime, or 
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deny its victory, increases the agony of 
the Christian soul.” 

“How to use force for moral ends is 
the most searching concern of the respon- 
sible Christian who would be a peace- 
maker,” he declared. 

Dr. Elson charged that “absolute paci- 
fism, the refusal to fight under any cir- 
cumstances, is irresponsibility in the 
social order.” 

Christians cannot accept “peace at any 
price,” he maintained. 

“If the price of peace is forsaking our 
heritage of faith in God, we will reject 
it,” he said. “If the price of peace is 
injustice, we will reject it. If the price 
is forfeiting our freedom under God, we 
will reject it.” 


Individual Decision 


In solving the dilemma of making 
peace in an atomic age, Dr. Elsom rec- 
ommended that “each individual make 
the highest possible Christian decision 
in the light of all factors in a given situ- 
ation.” 

“The only Christian perfection appli- 
cable in this kind of world is perfection 
in a moral choice between the possible 
alternatives,” he said. 

Dr. Elson said that “peacemakers 
need more than good advice, fan mail 
and the clever slogans of their friends. 
They need God and the place to find him 
is in the searching, refining experience 
of worship.” 

“If more of us would get on our knees 
more frequently before God in worship, 
fewer men might die on their feet as 
soldiers,” he said. 


Houston Leaders Plead 
For Peaceful Measures 


Houston, TEx. (RNS)—One hundred 
and sixty-three clergymen here have join- 
ed in a plea for peaceful integration of 
schools when integration begins. 

A federal district judge ordered Hou- 
ston’s public schools to become integrated 
but he set no deadline. 

The clergy statement was drawn up by 
ten Protestant, Episcopal, Roman Cath- 
olic and Jewish religious leaders. 

They include Bishop John E. Hines 
of the Episcopal Diocese of Texas; 
Bishop Wendelin J. Nold of the Catholic 
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Diocese of Galveston; Bishop A. Frank 
Smith of the Houston-San Antonio Meth- 
odist Area; Charles L. King, pastor of 
First Presbyterian Church; K. O. White, 
pastor of First Baptist church; John 
Knowles, minister of First Christian 
church; and Rabbi Hyman Judah 
Schachtel of Temple Beth Israel. 

“Unfortunate and tragic events which 
have transpired elsewhere recently must 
not happen here,” the statement said. 

“It is the duty of every God-fearing 
citizen to encourage respect for our courts 
and obedience to all decisions. 

“We believe that for an individual or 
group to defy decisions with which he 
or they are not in agreement is to en- 
courage other dangerous elements in our 
society to follow the same destructive pro- 
cedure for their own ends. This can only 


lead to anarchy in which the rights of 
none are respected.” 


Scholarship Fund Is 
Started in Little Rock 


LitTLE Rock, Ark. (RNS)—Fourteen 
church and civic leaders have agreed to 
be the sponsors of a college scholarship 
fund for Little Rock students who have 
shown “fortitude and understanding” in 
the face of “unusual stress” in the school 
integration crisis here. 

The scholarships will be awarded both 


to white and Negro students on the basis 
of scholastic ability, citizenship, charac- 
ter and need. 

Creation of the fund. was announced 
by John Baker of Bethesda, Md., min- 
ister of the Unitarian church of Mont- 
gomery county, and Dunbar H. Ogden, 
Jr., pastor of Central Presbyterian 
Church here and president of the Greater 
Little Rock Ministerial Association. 

Mr. Baker recently announced from 
his pulpit that he was launching the 
fund. He started it going with $100 and 
his congregation also contributed. 

The Maryland minister said the idea 
for the fund came to him after he had 
read a statement by Mr. Ogden to the 
effect that Little Rock might be the turn- 
ing point for good interracial relations 
in the South. 
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He said that white students who were 
“unhappy” with integration but had 
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acted creditably in the crisis would be 
eligible for sholarships. 

“In a sense the white students, have 
been under more stress than the Ne- 
groes,” the clergyman said. “The Negro 
students had a fixed purpose and held 
to it, but the white students have been 
under conflicting pressures about what 
to do.” 

Virgil T. Blossom, superintendent of 
Little Rock schools, said school officials 
would cooperate in the scholarship pro- 
gram. 


A ten-member scholarships awards 
committee will be advised by a committee 
of school principals and guidance coun- 
selors in the selection of students. A 
finance committee will receive funds to 
be administered by a board of trustees. 

The sponsoring committee consists of 
ten whites and four Negroes. 


USA Ministers on 
Alaskan Mission 


NEw York (RNS)—Twenty-five Pres- 
byterian ministers from 18 states con- 
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ducted an evangelistic mission in Alaska 
churches late in October. 

Each minister preached in one of the 
33 Presbyterian churches in the Territory. 
The group also visited in the homes of 
Alaskan Presbyterians. At the conclusion 
of the mission they made a three-day tour 
of Presbyterian mission projects in 
Alaska. 

Director of the team was J. Earl Jack- 
man, secretary of Work in Alaska for the 
Board of National Missions, Presbyte- 
rian Church, USA. 

Traveling expenses of team members 
were paid by their home congregations. 


CAMPUS NEWS 


Mary Baldwin Study 

Nine trustees of Mary Baldwin Col- 
lege (Va.) are engaged in a six-months 
study of the future of that institution— 
whether the college should expand and 
rebuild its present physical plant near the 
center of Staunton, or whether an en- 
tirely new campus should be sought. 





Davidson Postponement 

The annual homecoming football game 
of Davidson College (N.C.) was twice 
postponed. First when the team of Pres- 
byterian College (S.C.) was stricken with 
the flu; then, after a hurriedly-arranged 
game was provided with Elon (whose 
earlier arrangements with Catawba had 
been stopped by the flu), Davidson’s own 
team had to cancel for the same reason. 


Columbia Campaign 

Financial campaigns in the supporting 
synods of Columbia Seminary (Ga.) are 
being projected. Funds from the Florida 
effort, to be completed this year, will go 
for a new dormitory—Florida Hall. The 
$200,000 Peter Marshall Memorial Fund 
lacks $50,000 of completion. Georgia 
and South Carolina campaigns will be 
conducted in 1959 and Alabama and 
Mississippi in 1960. . This year’s 
enrollment at the seminary totals 256, 
with 72 new students. 
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HELP WANTED 





TEACHER WANTED for Christian school. 
Wire or call W. E. Hill, Jr., Hopewell, 
Virginia. 
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The Resurrection and Our Faith 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for November 17, 1957 
| Corinthians 15 Printed Text 15:3-8; 42-52 


One of the most serious problems the 
church in Corinth faced was the problem 
of the resurrection. It seems that there 
were certain people in the church who 
were unable to accept the comfort afford- 
ed by this great Christian hope. 


1. The Certainty of the Resurrection, 

15: 1-34 

In facing this problem Paul speaks 
first of the resurrection of Christ and 
then of the resurrection of believers. 

1. The Resurrection of Christ, 15:1- 
11. The fact that Jesus Christ arose 
from the dead, says Paul, is an essential 
part of the gospel which has entered into 
your Christian experience (1-4). It was 
an essential part of the gospel which I 
preached, which you received, on which 
your Christian experience has been based, 
and on which your Christian hopes are 
founded. It is a fact which rests on the 
indisputable testimony of authoritative 
witnesses (persons still living and on 
whom the Corinthians could call, there- 
fore, for verification). On this point, 
Paul continues, all the apostles are in 
exact accord (9-11). On some points 
they may have differed, but not on this. 

The fact that the early church based 
its whole gospel upon the resurrection of 
Jesus is an excellent argument that the 
grave was actually empty. All his ene- 
mies needed to do was to produce his 
body, and the whole movement would 
have collapsed. 

2. The Resurrection of Believers, 
15:12-34. If Christ arose, Paul argues 
in this section, then believers in Christ 
also shall arise. Paul argues this point, 
first, negatively (13-19), and then, posi- 
tively (20-28). 

First, negatively. If you deny the pos- 
sibility of a bodily resurrection, then you 
likewise deny the possibility of Jesus’ 
resurrection. And if Christ be not raised, 
then our witness is false; not only that, 
but Christianity has lost all its content 
and all its value. In that case those who 
have fallen asleep in Jesus have perished, 
and we whose hope is confined to this 
life are of all people the most to be 
pitied.” We are to be pitied above all 
other men, Paul means, because having 
made great sacrifices, we receive no rec- 
ompense; we cherish the greatest hopes 
only to be bitterly disappointed. 

The argument so far has been that it 
cannot be true that the dead do not rise, 
because it involves such tremendous con- 
sequences. Paul now turns to the brighter 
side. 

“But in fact Christ has been raised 
from the dead.” The “in fact” is tri- 
umphant, emphatic. It is a horrible 
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nightmare that Paul has pictured. Now 
he shakes it off. “If Christ has not been 
raised, your faith is futile, but in fact 
Christ has been raised from the dead, the 
first fruits of those who have fallen 
asleep.” On the first day of the week 
following the passover, the first fruits 
of the harvest were given to God as a 
consecration and pledge of the whole. 
As the first fruits were typical of the 
whole harvest, so also is Christ typical 
of the complete resurrection of believers. 
Jesus rose, not to the exclusion, but to 
the inclusion of all believing humanity. 
“For as in Adam all die, so also in 
Christ shall all be made alive.” Some 
students think that this verse means that 
all men shall be ultimately saved in 
Christ. It is more commonly understood 
to mean that all believers in Christ shall 
be saved, and this seems to be confirmed 
by the following verse, “‘But each in his 
own order: Christ the first fruits, then 
at his coming those who belong to 
Christ.” 

Thrilled with the idea of believers’ 
resurrection in Christ, Paul goes on to 
speak of the ultimate consequences of the 
resurrection of Christ, the ultimate vic- 
tory when all things shall have been sub- 
jected to Christ and he shall finally sur- 
render his Kingdom to the Father that 
God may be all and in all. 


ll. The Nature of the Resurrection, 

15:35-57 

In the first part of the chapter Paul 
has argued that Christ arose, and that 
it follows from this fact that believers 
in Christ shall also rise. But if this is 
conceded, questions will come to the 
mind, two in particular: (1) How are 
the dead raised, and (2) with what body ? 
These questions were the more likely to 
be asked because of the doctrine of the 
resurrection which was taught by the 
rabbis. They held that the resurrection 
was a restoration, pure and simple, of 
the present body by the reunion of the 
material elements of which it was com- 
posed. Some people still hold this idea 
of the resurrection, and the same ques- 
tions come naturally to mind. The ma- 
terial elements of the body are scattered; 
they actually enter into the bodies of 
other men. How then, are the dead 
raised, and with what body do they 
come ? 

1. In Regard to Those Who Die, 35-49. 
Paul sets forth the Christian faith, first, 
by an analogy from nature. The resur- 
rected body is not the old body, but a new 
body, which has organic connections with 
the old, like an ear of corn which grows 
from the seed. ‘And what you sow is 


not the body which is to be, but a bare 
kernel, perhaps of wheat. . . . But God 
gives it a body as he has chosen... . 
So it is with the resurrection of the dead. 
What is sown is perishable, what is 
raised is imperishable. It is sown in 
dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is 
sown in weakness, it is raised in power. 
It is sown a physical body, it is raised 
a spiritual body.”’ Many Christians think 
that the body put in the grave will be 
raised. Paul tells us very plainly that 
this is not the case. It will be a new 
body, a different body, no longer a mate- 
rial body, but a spiritual body (i.e., one 
composed of spirit, not matter); one, 
however, that is vitally, organically con- 
nected with the old. 

2. In Regard to Those Who Are Liv- 
ing at the Time of Christ’s Return, 50- 
58. In the previous paragraph Paul has 
used an analogy to make his point clear; 
here he argues from the nature of the 
Kingdom itself. The argument from 
analogy has applied specifically to those 
who die before the return of Christ; the 
argument from the nature of the kingdom 
applies, not only to those who die, but 
also to those who are living at the time 
of his coming. In general, Paul’s posi- 
tion is that the spiritual nature of the 
kingdom makes it inevitable that the 
bodies of both living and dead be trans- 
formed into spiritual bodies. 

“T tell you this, brethren: flesh and 
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, 
nor does the perishable inherit the im- 
perishable.” In the previous paragraph 
he has shown that according to the anal- 
ogy of nature it was natural for us 
to have a new body fit for our new estate. 
Here he indicates that it is absolutely 
essential from the spiritual nature of the 
kingdom itself. Our present human body 
will not be able to participate in that per- 
fected environment which we call the 
Kingdom of God. A physical body (flesh 
and blood) would be a curtain to veil us 
from the face of God—too weak an in- 
strument to bear such emotions, too dull 
an agent to execute the works to be done 
in the new state. “Flesh and blood” in 
the first part of the verse refers to those 
still living; “the perishable” (‘‘corrup- 
tion” in the King James version) refers 
to the body from which the life has 
passed. The living then cannot inherit 
the kingdom with their present mor- 
tal bodies; the dead cannot enter it with 
the bodies which they formerly possessed. 

“Lo! I tell you a mystery,” Paul con- 
tinues, and here, as elsewhere in the New 
Testament, “mystery” means not some- 
thing mysterious, but a secret, which 
could not be known except through reve- 
lation. ‘‘We shall not all sleep (i.e., 
die), but we shall all be changed.” Per- 
haps Paul thought that some of his own 
generation would not die before Christ 
returned; whether or not this is the fact, 
his words apply to the generation that is 
living at the Second Coming. Not all 
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shall die, but all, living and dead, shall 
be changed. Changed in many ways, for 
which we should be duly grateful: But 
Paul is speaking of one particular thing 
—the change from the material realm to 
the spiritual, from perishable to imper- 
ishable, from mortality to immortality.” 
“In a moment’”—no long drawn-out 
process, but immediately, “in the twin- 
kling of an eye, at the last trumpet.” 
This does not mean that an actual trum- 
pet shall be blown, which all men in all 
parts of the world shall hear at the same 
identical moment. It is a part of the 
eschatological language of the time. The 
point is that the resurrection of the dead 
and the transformation of the living shall 
be simultaneous. For perishable flesh 
must give way to that which is imperish- 
able in order to participate in the heav- 
enly kingdom, and those who are living, 
but mortal, must put on immortality. 
The thought of this double victory, the 
transformation of the bodies of those who 
are still alive and the new body given to 
those who have died, leads Paul to break 
out in his closing rhapsody: Then shall 
come to pass the saying that is written: 
“Death is swallowed up in victory” 
(from the Hebrew text of Isaiah 25:3). 
There follows a bit of poetry quoted from 
Hosea 13:14, “O death where is thy vic- 
tory ?”—the victory hitherto so universal 
and so feared, a victory now forever lost, 
because death’s victims have been re- 
stored and death’s future power anni- 
hilated. “O death where is thy sting?” 
Here death is represented as a venomous 
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creature, which brings pain and then dis- 
solution, now rendered harmless, because 
its sting has been removed. 

What is it that makes death so fearful, 
that gives death its sting? It is sin, says 
Paul. Some take this to mean that the 
reason we fear death is because we are 
sinners and fear the wrath of God; others 
think that the sting of death is sin be- 
cause it is through sin that death has 
come into the world. The power of sin 
is the law because there could be no sin 
were there no law. And who is it that 
has removed this sting from death? It is 
Jesus to whom Paul’s heart goes out in 
boundless praise; Jesus, who is giving 
us the victory over both sin and death. 
The present tense may indicate that Paul 
regards the victory as already won. More 
likely, he thinks of it as a process con- 
tinually going on as Christians appro- 
priate what has been won for them in 
Christ, and in his strength conquer the 
sin in their lives. 


ll. The Results of the Resurrection 

And what is the practical value of this 
doctrine? Paul tells us in vs. 58. ““There- 
fore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, 
immovable” (steadfast in the faith, im- 
movable in hope). We must get rid of 
all our skepticism and uncertainty and 
learn to be firmly seated, able to resist 
false teachings and other influences that 
would carry us away, unafraid of the 
future, whatever may occur. 

This is a vital exhortation also for 
us. There was a time when death filled 
me with a certain nameless dread. But 
it was born to me with a force I shall 
never forget on the battlefields of France, 
during the first world war, when I saw 
the bodies of men torn and scattered, that 
the body is only the clothing of the soul, 
which it discards at last, as we do an out- 
worn garment, while the soul itself wings 
its way back to God who gave it. 


The old doctor has measured out the 
soothing powders and fastened his saddle- 
bags. His patient lived in a lonely farm 
house far from drugshops and neighbors. 

“This medicine is only to quiet the 
pain?” she asked, as her mother took it 
from him and went out. 

“To.” 

“There is nothing more to be done, 
then?” 

The old man took her hand and stroked 
it gently for his only answer. She was 
a gaunt, middle aged woman who had suf- 
fered for many years. He wondered why 
she wished to stay any longer. He had 
known her since she was a child, and he 
could speak candidly to her. They were 
alone. She had been a faithful Christian 
woman. 

He held up the lean hand of which every 
knuckle was distorted with pain. 

“These clothes are nearly worn out, 
Sarah,” he said tenderly. “It is time you 
had a new garment.” 

“Yes,” she cried passionately, “if I knew 
that God would give it to me! But what 
do we know of that place there beyond? 
Nobody has come back to tell us. This old 
body is ugly and worn out, I know, but it 
is I! I cannot think of myself in any other 
shape. And in a few days it will be noth- 


ing up yonder on the hill. Where shall] I 
be then?” 

The old man walked up and down the 
room. He knew that the end was near. 
How could he help her? Suddenly he came 
back bringing a little pot of mignonette. 

“Sarah,” he said, “a few weeks ago I 
Saw you plant some little black seeds in 
this earth. Out of them has come this 
beautiful, fragrant thing. The black husks 
of the seed still lie rotting in the earth, 
‘If God so clothe the grass of the field 

. shall he not much more clothe you, 
O ye of little faith’?” 

“Give it to me,” she said quickly. 

He placed the little pot in her hands. 
Her eyes were full of sudden tears. The 
old man went out quietly and left her 
alone with God and the poor little com- 
forter he had sent. 

The next day the doctor was summoned 
in haste, but when he came he found that 
she had already thrown aside her old gar- 
ments and had gone to be clothed anew 
by him who makes all things beautiful in 
his own good time. (Quoted by Tarbell’s 
Teachers Guide from The Youth’s Com- 
panion.) 


“Why be afraid of Death, as though your 
life were breath? 
Death but anoints your eyes with clay, 
O glad surprise! 
Why should you be forlorn? Death only 
husks the corn, 
Why should you fear to meet the thresh- 
er of the wheat? 
Is sleep a thing to dread? Yet sleeping, 
you are dead 
Till you awake and rise, here or beyond 
the skies. 


Why not with happy shout, run home 
when school is out. 

The dear ones left behind! O foolish one 
and blind; 

A day, and you will meet; a night, and 
you will greet! 

This is the end of Death, to breathe 
away a breath 

And know the end of strife, and taste 
the deathless life, 

And joy without a fear, and smile with- 
out a tear, 

And work, nor care to rest, and find 
the last the best.” 


The author of these lines, Maltbie D. 
Babcock, was a brilliant Presbyterian 
minister who died at the early age of 43. 

For the Christian, death has lost its 
sting. “Therefore, my beloved brethren, 
be steadfast, immovable. .. .”” But there 
is a second consequence — “always 
abounding in the work of the Lord.” 
Every word counts. We must not be satis- 
fied with little, but rather seek to abound. 
We are to abound—not in disputation, 
not in words, not in good intentions, not 
in wealth, but in work. Not in any work, 
but in the work of the Lord, the work 
which he has given us to do, the task 
which he has committed to us, whatever 
it may be. And we must never tire or 
grow weary—‘always abounding in the 
work of the Lord’’—because no work for 
him is ever wasted. We may think we 
accomplish little. But our labor is not 
“in vain in the Lord.” It shall bear its 
fruit in all the years which are to come. 
Our present life is only a preparation for 
that life which shall never end. 


Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 
sion of Education, National Council of Churches. Scrip- 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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SOUTH CAROLINIANS SPEAK. A Mod- 
erate Approach to Race Relations. Compiled 
by Five Ministers. Box 806, Dillon, S. C., 
89 pp., 50¢, paper. 

Five South Carolina ministers have 
sponsored an admirable project—sceking 
to have some of the citizens of that state 
speak out in favor of what they call a 
“moderate” approach in race relations, 
and in support of law and order. (OvutT- 
Look, Aug. 5, Sept. 2) 

The modest booklet is now published 
and it is, for the most part, well conceived 
and executed. There are hills and val- 
levs. There are some strange paradoxes. 
There are one or two efforts at perform- 
ing a balancing act (as was observed in 
the ministers’ statement) as in seeking 
to put on the same level the law-abiding 
NAACP and the law-defying Citizens’ 
Councils. (Presbyterian Clyde Barring- 
ton, however, declares, “There is no jus- 
tification for the charge that the NAACP 
is Communist- controlled, or that it is 
forced upon Negroes of the South. World 
Communism would have a better chance 
if we kept legal segregation and even 
more restrictions on civil rights for Ne- 
groes.”’) 

If the quotations supporting voluntary 
segregation do not cancel out other parts, 
the publication can do much good. That 
is, some writers suggest that all that is 
needed is for legal compulsion to be re- 
moved and for social and other pressures 
to maintain the traditional lines of divi- 
sion. 

But some of the writers state the case 
with clarity and with challenge. They 
recognize facts—transformations cannot 
come overnight—they know the entire 
process will take time, but they think the 
movement ought to be in the direction of 
democracy and Christian ideals and they 
point to it. 

The sponsoring ministers have this 
composition: Episcopal, 3; Methodist, 1; 
Presbyterian, 1. The writers of the book 
are identified: Episcopal, 7; Methodist, 
3; Presbyterian, 2. 

It is interesting to note how many of 
these writers are retired or in “safer” 
types of work than most people who 
might be encountered. However, there 
are those who are in the midst of de- 
manding responsibilities today—like a 
mayor, physicians, lawyers, and an edi- 
tor. Many of these who participate have 
graduate degrees and have had unusual 
educational opportunities. 

One of the longest contributions is the 
strangest, for it reviews a lifetime of serv- 
ice in interracial understanding and then 
concludes with a stout opposition to the 
present movement toward integration in 
the schools. Die-hard segregationists want 
no better support than this. 

John S. Lyles, Marion, S. C., pastor, 
is the Presbyterian associated with the 
sponsors. 
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Our cover for this issue gives an indi- 
cation of some of the contributions in the 
book. 

Contributions for support of the book’s 
distribution are being sought, for 8,000 
copies have been mailed to state officers, 
legislators, members of Congress, doc- 
tors, lawyers, mayors, judges, school su- 
perintendents and principals, the clergy, 
women’s club presidents, postmasters, 
bankers, college presidents and others for 
whom lists were available. 


WORK AND CONTEMPLATION. By 
Douglas V. Steere. Harper and Bros., New 
York. 145 pp., $2.50. 

The author is concerned with a Chris- 
tian philosophy of work. His book holds 
promise for workers, whose labors afford 
no joy or meaning; for employers, who 
may think on the nature of the tasks as- 
signed employees; for ministers, who 
need to relate the Christian faith to the 
daily life. 

The theme is that “until the contem- 
plative life of the worker . . . has fitted 
his daily work into a frame of meaning 
of importance . . . we shall not be relieved 
of the free-hanging dissatisfactions, 
sullenness, and even bitterness of work.” 
Work without contemplation is bitter and 
blind; contemplation without work is 
callous and empty. Hence there must be 
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a “flowing together of work and contem- 
plation.” 

The writer, as in his other writings, 
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difficulty still in finding a frame of mean- 
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Making Ethical Decisions. Howard Clark 
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Jesus Is His Name. Ethel Tilley. Teach- 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 
Presbyterian, U. S. 

J. Allen Oakley, formerly of St. Louis, 
Mo., is beginning his new work as pastor 
of the Kennett, Mo., church. 

Robert F. Inman, from Marion, Ky., to 
101 Main St., Smyrna, N. C., Nov. 15. 

P. Herbert Parsons, from Anchorage, 
Ky., to 920 S. 24th Ave., Hollywood, Fla. 

H. Grady James, from Durant, Okla., 
to Goodland Rt., Hugo, Okla. 

Earl T. Sturgess, in his new work, has 
for his address 11315 Wornall Terr., 
Kansas City 14, Mo. 

J. Cecil Lawrence, Atlanta, Ga., will 
assume his new work as executive of 
Mecklenburg Presbytery (N. C.) Nov. 1. 

Jacob S. MacKorell, Hapeville, Ga., has 
accepted a call to Westminster church, 
Charleston, W. Va. 








Presbyterian, USA 

D. Coe Love, from Elmira, N. Y., to 
Orange Gardens, 1630 Vine St., Kissim- 
mee, Fla., Dec. 1. 

Cazwell G. Johnstone, from Miami, Fla., 
to Box 26, Glenwood, Fla. 

Lee James, from Tyndall, S. 
Lemmon, S. Dak. 

J. Paul McLaughlin, from Milford, N. Y., 
to Dalton City, Ill. 

Richard A. Curnow, 
N. Y., to 218 Marsh 
N. C. 

Saburo Masada, from Watsonville, 
Calif., to 623 23rd St., Ogden, Utah. 

Gerald V. Case, from Boise, Idaho, to 
110 N. Nevada St., Carson City, Nev. 

Warren H. Rutledge, formerly of 
Amarillo, Texas, has become assistant 
pastor and Director of Christian Educa- 
tion in the New Providence church, Mary- 
ville, Tenn. 

Robert F. 
Warrensburg, 
of the First 
Kansas. 

Charles Gilbert Kearns, from Rochester, 
N. Y., to the Berea church, St. Louis, Mo. 

Robert E. Lucas, formerly of Morrow, 
Ohio, will become assistant pastor in 
charge of youth work in the First and 
Calvary church, Springfield, Mo., on or 
before Jan. 1. 

Edward W. Coller, from Granby, Colo., 
to the Manor church, St. Louis, Mo. 

Clyde W. Miller, from Blairstown, Mo., 
to the Community church, LaPlata, Mo. 
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Merwyn W. Glandon, formerly of St. 
Louis, Mo., has become Minister of Edu- 
cation in the Kennedy Heights church, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Merle LaFon, has resigned as pastor of 
the First church, Cuba, Mo. 

Paul R. Martin, from Decatur, IIl., to 
the Peters Memorial church, St. Louis, 
Mo. 

Joseph J. Lemen, from St. Louis, Mo., 
to the Owensville, Mo., church. 

Gaius J. Slosser, professor-emeritus of 
Western Seminary, Pittsburgh, Pa., is 
guest professor at Johnson C. Smith 
Seminary, Charlotte, N. C. 

John W. Horton, Jr., from Temple Uni- 
versity, to Jeffersonville-Youngsville, N. 

Devello S. Haynes, from Naples, N. Y., 
to Marion, N. Y. 


SCOTLAND MODERATOR 

John Annand Fraser of Hamilton, Lan- 
arkshire, a chaplain to Queen Elizabeth 
II, will be the Moderator of the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland for 
1958. The Moderator is chosen annually 
by a nominating committee of ex-modera- 
tors and. a minister and elder from each 
presbytery of the church, subject to the 
final approval of the General Assembly, 
which meets in May. Dr. Fraser has 
served the church in Hamilton since 1931, 
when he became an assistant minister. 


COLUMBIA LECTURES 

President John A. Mackay of Princeton 
Seminary will deliver the Smyth Lectures 
at Columbia Seminary, Decatur, Ga., Nov. 
4-8, on “Reality and Idolatry: A Critique 
of Current Christianity.” William M. 
Elliott, Jr., Dallas, Texas, the Assembly’s 
Moderator, will preach each morning. 
James M. Robinson, of Emory University, 
will give four lectures on “Studies in the 
Kerygma.” The seminary alumni will 
meet on Tuesday, Nov. 5. 


DCEs 

Eloise Wells, from Fayetteville, N. C., 
to Statesville, N. C., where she is area 
Director of Christian Education for Con- 
cord and Winston-Salem Presbyteries. 

Mildred 1. Thompson, recent graduate 
of San Francisco Theological Seminary, 
is DCE for the Iron Mountain Cooperative 
parish, Ironton, Mo. 


MISSIONARIES 
Alice J. McClelland is now at Colotlipa, 
Gro., Mexico. 


ON FURLOUGH 

Central Brazil: The Robert L. Mec- 
Intires, 38 Alexander St., Princeton, N. J. 

Colombia: The Vincent Castros, 108 
Ross Ave., San Anselmo, Calif. 

Guatemala: Eleanor F. Rodisch, 7820 
Loretta Ave., Philadelphia 11. 

North India: G. Joyce Roberts, R.N., 
1011-B, East Chevy Chase, Glendale 5, 
Calif. 

Iran: Sherman B. Fung, The Sains 
Hotel, Mt. Freedom, N. J.; Mrs. Rolla 
Hoffman, c/o Kibbe, 6068 Margarido Dr., 
Oakland, Calif. 


DEATHS 

James J. Ferguson, 81, Moderator of 
the United Presbyterian General Assem- 
bly in 1945, died October 20 in Pittsburgh. 

Harold McQ. Shields, 67, died at the 
home of a son in Clinton, S. C., Oct. 20. 
He had made his home in retirement in 
Griffin, Ga. Earlier pastorates were in 
Norfolk, Va., and Atlanta, Ga. 


UNION SEMINARY, N. Y. 

Installed as professors: Rajah B. Mani- 
kam, Harry E. Fosdick Visiting Pro- 
fessor (see page 3); C. Ellis Nelson, 
religious education and psychology; John 
Walter Bachman, speech; Soichi Saito, 
Henry W. Luce Visiting Professor of 
World Christianity; James Dick Smart, 
Biblical interpretation. 
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